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A Study on the Performance of Sohn Kee-Chung at the Berlin Olympic Marathon

Huh, Jin-Seok (Soonchunhyang Univ.)
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Abstract

Sohn Kee-Chung won the Olympics Marathon in Berlin as a representative from Japan in 1936. The temperature of
the day shown in the official record was 21.0C~ 22.8°C. It is not accorded with national reference which recorded it
higher than 30C. The course was flat and about 48.4m differences in elevation. ‘Bismarck hill’ which appeared in
the reference both Korea and Japan was not on the official record. Sohn had trained focused 20km~ 30km
long-distance running. By the way the favorite Zabala had trained mainly 500m and 10000m running. Sohn had taken
the lead between 28km and 32km points with a play suit attaching No.382 and ‘Kanaguri-Tabi’. The official record
was 2h 29m 19s2. It was the Olympic record and the first time broke through the walls of 2hours and 30 minutes.
Sohn was supplied water at least two times during the race. Also the position of aid station and record point was
confirmed while researching. Western media at that time was not interested in the identity of Sohn but only
described as a ‘small Japanese’. There was a case that radio broadcast called Sohn as ‘Korean student’.
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Intermediate Times and Intermediate Positions

Leading Groups

km. First Second Third Fourth Fifth

4.0 Zabala ... 0:13:04.0 | Dias ..... 0:13:34.0 | Lalande .. 0: Brown ... Meskense .. 0:

6.0 Zabala ... 0:19:41.0 | Dias ..... 0:20:11.0 | Harper . . 0:20:21.0 | Son ..... 0:20:23.0 | Brown ... 0:20:30.0

8.0 Zabala ... 0:26:18.0| Dias ..... 0:27:01.0 | Harper . . 0:27:36.0 | Son ..... 0:27:36.0 | Brown ... 0:27:38.0
10.0 Zabala ... 0:32:30.0 | Dias ..... 0:33:15.0 | Brown... 0:33:55.0 | Harper .. 0:34:10.0 | Son ..... 0:34:10.0
12.0 Zabala ... 0:39:21.0| Dias ..... 0:40:29.0 | Brown. .. 0:41:15.0 | Harper .. 0:41:17.0 | Son ..... 0:41:18.0
15.0 Zabala ... 0:49:45.0 | Dias..... 0:51:25.0 | Harper . . 0:51:55.0 | Son ..... 0:51:55.0 | Brown ... 0:52:10.0
18.0 Zabala ... 1:00:00.0| Dias..... 1:02:12.0 | Harper . . 1:02:18.0 | Son ..... 1:02:19.0 | Enochsson 1:03:13.0
21.1 Zabala ... 1:11:29.0 | Son ..... 1:12:19.0 | Harper . . 1:12:19.0 | Dias ..... 1:12:29.0 | Enochsson 1:12:34.0
25.0 Zabala ... 1:23:17.0 | Harper .. 1:24:49.0 | Son . ... 1:24:49.0 | Brown... 1:26:29.0 | Coleman . 1:26:29.0
28.0 Zabala ... 1:34:57.0| Son ..... 1:35:29.0 | Harper .. 1:35:31.0 | Coleman . 1:37:41.0 | Brown ... 1:37:59.0
31.0 Son ..... 1:46:20.0 | Harper .. 1:46:36.0 | Zabala... 1:48:37.0 | Coleman . 1:48:24.0 | Tamila ... 1:49:41.0
33.0 Son ..... 1:53:27.0 | Harper .. 1:53:52.0 | Muinonen 1:57:07.0 | Tamila... 1:57:07.0 | Coleman . 1:57:07.0
35.0 Son ..... 2:01:11.0 | Harper .. 2:01:56.0 | Nan..... 2:04:51.0 | Muinonen 2:04:56.0 | Tamila ... 2:04:56.0
37.0 Son ..... 2:08:33.0 | Harper .. 2:09:33.0 | Nan..... 2:11:48.0 | Tamila ... 2:12:13.0 | Muinonen 2:12:13.0
39.0 Son ..... 2:15:36.0| Harper .. 2:16:46.0 | Nan..... 2:17:51.0 | Tamila... 2:18:11.0 | Muinonen 2:18:21.0
40.0 Son ..... 2:19:40.0| Harper .. 2:21:07.0 | Nan..... 2:22:45.0 | Tamila ... 2:23:40.0 | Muinonen 2:24:03.1
41.0 Son ..... 2:23:53.0| Harper .. 2:25:33.0| Nan..... 2:26:36.0 | Tamila ... 2:26:58.0 | Muinonen 2:27:59.0
Finish Son ..... 2:29:19.2| Harper .. 2:31:23.2 | Nan..... 2:31:42.0 | Tamila... 2:32:45.0 | Muinonen 2:33:46.0
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